2       OLD CIVILISATIONS OF THE NEW WOKLD
representatives of these creatures in the New World*
there were many species inhabiting America in pre-
historic days, as is proved by their fossil remains.
The presence of any group of animals in widely
separated areas merely proves that,  for some un-
known   reasons,   certain   individuals   or   species   of
one   group   escaped   the   utter   extinction   suffered
by other groups.    Also, in many cases, evolution,,
due   to   environment  or   other   causes,   so   changed
the descendants  of the  original  groups  that  they
are scarcely recognizable.   Thus the llamas, alpacas,
vicunas and guanacos are all camels, although dif-
ferent  from  ordinary  camels  in  outward  appear-
ance.   Neither must we overlook the fact that there
are far more forms common to America, Asia and
Europe than to Africa or Australia and America*
Our bison and the European bison are closely related.
We have the caribou which to the ordinary observer
is indistinguishable from the reindeer of Asia and
Europe.    The American moose and the Old World
elk are very much alike, and there are few European
or Asiatic mammals or birds that are not represented
by closely related species in America.    But it is a
significant fact that, with few exceptions, all these are
distinct species with characteristics which must have
required countless ages for development.   This proves
beyond denial that any direct terrestrial bridge which
may have  existed between the New  and the Old
Worlds must have existed in the most remote times,
and as far as we know long before man's presence*
We have still further proof of this in the birds*
Thus the humming-birds are confined solely to
America, as are the toucans, trogans and many other